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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 
MEMORIES FROM MOWEAQUA 

Excerpts fiom the Moweaqua News, Volume 6 
1906 - I909 

To The Reader: 

It is with great pleasure that I submit the next volume of 'Memon'esfrom Moweaqua, 
Excerptsfrom the Moweaqua News, Volume 6'. Volume 6 consists of excerpts from the 
Moweaqua News, Moweaqua, Illinois, newspaper from 1906 through 1909. All extracts were 
taken from original copies of the Moweaqua News. This is due specifically through the efforts 
for the Moweaqua Public Library Librarian, Mrs. Barbara Collins. Her foresight in preserving 
the valuable, historical news contained in the fragile pages of the Moweaqua News was 
responsible for this project. 

Due to the extremely fragile condition of the newspapers, great care has been taken to extract 
data relating to births, marriages, and deaths that were noted in the newspapers during this time. 
As an added feature of this volume, I have added additional information on wedding showers, 
birthday celebrations, family reunions, and marriage anniversary celebrations. If I was unsure of 
any information, found an obvious error, or did not copy an article in its entirety, I have included 

@ a '(Note:)' at the end of the information. These notes will be in parenthesis and will be 
italicized, outlining special notes, discrepancies, or items of interest. 

This volume follows the same format as the previous volumes, and the same sections are 
included so that each volume will stand on its own. 

a. Sketches: 
This section includes photos or sketches of individuals found in different issues of the 
newspaper. Also included in this section are extracts of some of the local advertisements found 
in a particular year. This section may depict life styles, dress, shoes, wagons, buggies, farm 
equipment, any item of interest that would aid in preserving a bit of history from this era. These 
pages are not numbered, but a listing of individual pictures is given at the front of the section. 

b. Common Zllnesses - Old Diseases - Modern Definitions: 
Many tragic deaths were attributed to illnesses that have strange sounding names by today's 
standards, but which were very common during this time. Because of antibiotics and the great 
strides in medical advancements since this period, the cure of many of these then life-threatening 
diseases has been found. I have researched the most common illnesses mentioned and added a 
brief description to them for reference. 

0 

c. Newspapers Mentioned in the Moweaqua News: 
Often articles were copied from other local newspapers and included part of the news in the 
Moweaqua News article. When this happened, I have shown reference by adding the applicable 
newspaper in ( ). For reference only, I have compiled a list of the most frequently quoted 
newspapers during this era. In some instances, these newspapers are no longer in existence. I 



have listed as much information as I could find about a specific newspaper. I have listed them in 
alphabetical order on the 'newspaper list', and given current and historical information about 
each when known. 

d. Names and Places mentioned in the Moweaqua News: 
Some of the towns and villages mentioned may no longer appear on Illinois State maps, some 
have become extinct. Therefore, I have included this section, which includes a description of the . 
specific location of many of these small towns and villages. When additional information was 
found, I have included that information as a brief narrative. 

e. Maps - Township, County, Locality and State o f  Illinois: 
For easy reference I have included the map section, which includes maps of various dates, as 
well as a recent Illinois road map. Also included are township maps, county maps, and plat book 
information. 

f. Extracts by specific year - Moweaqua News, Moweaqua, Illinois: 
As with previous volumes, this volume includes exact calendars for each given year. The 
calendar may be found at the beginning of each specific year. This section contains the extracts 
of births, marriages, and deaths, as well as birthday celebrations, anniversary celebrations, 
wedding shower information, and family reunions. All entries are made in chronological order 
and have a complete alphabetical index, which is found at the back of this book. For ease in 
using this book, I have cross-referenced any unusual spellings of names and highlighted the 
names in the actual text. Birthday celebrations and anniversary celebrations are included since 
these events may aid a genealogist in pinpointing exact dates, assist in verifying a person's age 
andlor the date and place of their marriage. Family reunion information is included because 
often times the article listed attendees which may have been entire family names and records. 
This will add genealogical value to this document. 

Please note that sometimes a woman's maiden name is available, as in the case of a marriage, 
and sometimes only her married name is given (as in the case of her second or third marriage, or 
her death notice). When a woman is listed as 'Mrs. J. D. Doe', I could not tell if this pertained to 
her initials, or to her husband's initials. Therefore, in the index, I have listed the woman as: 
Doe, J D (Mrs.). To assist you in finding an individual, please consider both the maiden name, 
and married name(s) when researching a female. 

Interesting facts bout Memoriesfrom Moweaqua - Volume 6: Volume 6 contains 260 pages of 
extracted material for the 4 years researched. That's an average of 65 pages of single spaced, 
typewritten material extracted from each year's newspaper. There are approximately 7,287 
names of Moweaqua folk indexed and referenced in this volume! There are only 4 copies of this 
document in existence, as well as two computer diskettes containing the information found 
herein. I have tried to be as accurate and as informative as possible. Many of the articles have, 
been copied verbatim. I have extracted the information to the greatest extent possible; howeyer, 
the actual papers were extremely fiagile and sometimes the print was not as good as it could 
have been. Some of these volumes had pages missing or tom. There may be some duplication 
of the extracts (i.e.: A death notice may be Listed on the front page and again in the township 



news (Obed, Prairie Home, Yantisville, etc)). I chose to leave duplicate articles in 'as found' @ rather than to screen them and perhaps miss some important information about an event. 

I found the first several issues and last several issues of each newspaper volume in very poor, 
tom condition. Extremely fragile is an understatement! Because many of the pages were tom, I 
alsotrevi&ed microfilm for each year, which was ordered through the Illinois State Historical 
Library, Springfield, Illinois. I compared my extracted data with the microfilm copy and 
incorporated any and all data found so that the articles are as complete as possible. 

If you have any questions or comments, or would like to contact me, you may get my address 
from the Moweaqua Public Library Librarian. I hope that you find Volume 6 to be informative, 
useful and helpful. 

Mae L ~acobk/t 



* SKETCHES * 



Addendum to  Index 

See 'Sketches' section: 
From 

The Moweaqua Mail 
1906 - 1909 

Pictures of individua Is in 
Sketches section: 

Aydelott, J P 
Bacon, Elmer D 
Brookshier, W F 

Cap t Jingle 
Corvington, A w e d  N 

Gregory, James E 
Ludwig, Philip 
Peabody, S N 

Ponting, Tom C (Mr & Mrs) 
Rice, Sarah 

Snyder, Valentine 
Wallace Boys 

a 
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Moweaqua, Illinois, Wednesday, July 24, 1907. 

ROBBERY ; I : 

I got eomething over $16 from the rek 
taurant. The rob%ery waa dimover- I 

! ! 
-Burgiars Enter Business 

el by Night Policeman JRS. Highley 
who saw the Chieven in tbe atom kt 
the w h  drawer: There kcre three 
in M e  party, two in the etore and 
one on the outeide. When the two 
in the store ~ B W  tbat they were die. 
covered they ran .out and policeman 

1 ~ i ~ b l e ~  gave ob&,,firlna two ehote 

- 

THE M. E OHUROH OF MOWEAQUA AS IT W I L L  APPEAR WHE?i COMPLETED 
---- - - - -- - - - - - -- -- - - 

 houses .on Thursday 
.Night-Arrests were 

Made Friday - , . 
, The general merchandise atore of 
Mrs. H.F. Day and the reetaurant of 
Jaa.Crewa of thiacity wereentered by 
burg1ar-i about midnigbt Thureday 
night and all the money in the cash 
drawer, amounting to $1.30 was tak- 
en from the atore, while the thieves 

/a t  them. but unable Lo the LAY GOHER STORE ~ B ~ B { Q A $ .  1 
culprits. It is thought they entered - .  

- 

'te a window 
and the rfSkiurant by m a w  of a '  
key. 

J a t m a ~  sdyder, Frank (Bum An- 
derson and Esbl h r d  were t t r ~ a .  
Friday night cbmged with having 
cornmitt& the crime. -me prelimi 
nary, examln&ion WRS wt for 8 
o'clock S tu rday  motning, the pie- 
onera, all giving bond for the\r ap- 
pearasce, but 00 a change of venue 
to Justrca Reigbley, the hearininas 
continued until Monday a t  ~kht 
o'clock. Thebase vss called a t  the' 
the appioted hoitr, put .&yder and 
Bolrrd made the&lvee conspicioua 
by aehabmm ~ ~ 3 ~ t . i -  w-;LI-- 

- 

Wwk an the Wm uetbodlst Church k 6s- 
In0 Pusbed Rapidly-Prrgram. 

r - 
I 

The corner s h n e  of the new Meth- 
odht church will brr laid Thursday 
evening at 4:45 o'clock, The wca- 
ei+ will be W e  a memordbla one 
in the history ctf thecity aod especial 
ly of Methodiatiam .is Moweequa. 
The add- will be made by Dr. W. 
' J. Davideon, pastor ot,the B7t,M. E. 
cbut~b. 6f b t u r  land t b s  corner 
atone will R b i d  by pr. B, F. Bhipp, 
Presiding. Wder of the lbcktur Dis 
tdd. It the weethkr is un_lavoreble 
tqe ppo'graqp. ?ill ba c h i d ,  out in 
*La 























. nloweaqua, inlno~s, w eanesaay, uecem 
a - - 

8 - , -----. . - -  



* DISEASES * 



COMNON ILLNESSES 
Old Disease Names and Their Modern Definitions 

An alphabetical listing of the common illnesses and diseases often mentioned in the . . . 
extracts in this book. Many of these diseases were the cause of many of the deaths Iisted 
in this book. . . 

Acute Nephritis: Inflammation of infection of the kidneys as opposed to the lower 
urinary tract. Acute nephritis disease follows infections with streptoccxci, which used to 
give Gse to scarlet fever. Symptoms include sore throat, blood in urine, swelling of the - 
face and legs, pain in the small of the back, headache and rise of blood pressure. Patient . 
may become breathless and suffer from nausea. Treatment is bed rest, salt free diet, 
fluids are restricted and intake of protein cut. After a week to ten days patient showed 
signs of improvement. Death was usually caused by the complications associated with 
nephritis. (See Bright's Disease and Nephritis) 

Apoplexy: A stroke or 'brain attack'. It is an old term, seldom used today. The 
condition is caused by an acute blocked or broken artery in the brain. Responsible for 
stopping part of the blood supply of the brain resulting in loss of consciousness, paralysis 
or death. The effects of a stroke may be lifelong, because dead brain cells are not 
replaced. A stroke can affect the senses, motor activity and speech. Today's treatment 
may include surgery, drugs, hospital care and rehabilitation. 

Biliousness: Jaundice or other symptoms associated with liver disease; any upset leading 
to vomiting bile. 

Brighi's disease : A kidney disease. Named for Dr Richard Bright, an English.Physician 
who first described the disease in 1827. Cause is unknown. The disease is characterized 
by leakage of blood protein into the urine. Sometimes the fust symptoms are puffiness 
around the eyes or difficulty putting shoes on fiom swollen feet. Around 191 3 physicians , 

stopped using the term 'Bright's disease' for kidney diseases/disorders. Fatal prior to 
191 3/1915 era. (See 'Acute Nephritis' and 'Nephritis 9 

Camp Fever: Usually another name for typhoid fever. Typhus has appeared in the ports, 
but it was not a disease of the Civil War. In spite of repeated introductions fiom Europe 
and from Mexico, this form of typhus failed to form a permanent foothold in either 
Canada or the United States. The American Civil War of 1861 - 1865 was one of the few 
wars of any magnitude in which typhus was not epidemic among the military camps, 
prisons, refugee camps. (Also see Typhoid Fever) 

Catarrah: Also spelled 'Catarrh '. Hippocratic word meaning discharge from an 
inflamed mucous membrane, particularly fiom the membranes lining the air sinuses of 
the head and the air passages of the nose and throat. As a diagnosis,'catarrh' has almost 
disappeared, for it is entirely 'unspecific', as the name for a symptom, it tends to linger: ' 



Cafarral Fever: See Catarrah 

~ h o l e r d ~ l t o l e ~ a  infanturn: cholera infanturn refers to cholera occurring in the very . 

young infant and up to 2 to 3 year old youngsters; 'infantum' being Latin for 'infant'. 
Cause is the infection with the cholera virus; incubation period is 2 to 5 days. Greatest 
danger is the loss of body fluids. There are normally 3 stages: (1) Mild diarrhea and 
vomiting which can rapidly get worse; patient experiences severe cramps. Temperature 
is raised but the skin is cold and blue, patient may have a terrible thirst, which, when 
satisfied by water only makes the cramping worse. This stage may lait 3 to 12 hours. (2) 
Stage of collapse; body starts to become colder, the skin dry, voice weak and husky, urine 
scanty and dark or altogether absent. Blood pressure falls to a low level. Young infants 
normally die at this stage; may occur in as little as 24 hours after the first onset. (3) In 
favorable cases, the third state is the stage of recovery. Follows when all the changes 
appear to reverse themselves, with fluid loss decreasing and the general condition 
improhg. However, the danger lies in that a relapse may occur or the patient may sink 
into a condition resembling typhoid fever in which he gradually deteriorates over a period 
of two or three weeks. During this 'stage of reaction', the temperature may be raised and 
the patient may be in danger from pneumonia. Treatment is combating the loss of fluids 
and salts fiom the body by having the patient ingest a saline solution. All cases must be 
isolated and bedding and everything soiled by the patients inust be sterilized to prevent 
spreading and contamination. Very severe; frequently resulted in death, especially in the 
very young children. 

Consumption: See Tuberculosis. The effect of the disease was that of 'wasting away'. 

Cramp Colic: Appendicitis. Inflammation of the appendix. Symptoms include stomach 
pain nausea or vomiting, tenderness in the lower right portion of the abdomen and fever. 
Prompt surgical intervention is necessary. If an infected appendix is allowed to'remain in 
a patient, it can rupture or cause extreme infection in the lower abdomen and toxins in the 
body, and death will result. 

Croup: Congested cough. 

Deathfrom 'Teething': Tooth infections with inflammation and cellulitis were causes of 
illness and death before there was adequate dentistry. 

Diphtheria. A contagious infection caused by a bacteria. Infection most often attacks 
the respiratory system, causing severe swelling of the airways-sometimes severe 
enough to block most or all airflow and causing death. The infection may also cause 
inflammation of the heart and nerves. Prior to 1920, diphtheria spread freely, causing 
epidemics and ofien killing children and patients in a weakened condition. Prior to this 
time, this was one of the most frequent causes of death and most feared disease. The 
most common form results in a patient with a sore throat and a severe respiratory 
problem. A characteristic gray membrane develops over the tonsils and the back of the' 
throat. It is a sheet of cells, bacteria and secretions that can break loose and completely 
block the airways, producing a medical emergency. Diphtheria infections can exhibit 



several variations (sinus infections, larynx (voice box) infections, and some strains 
produce a toxin that damages the heart and nerves. Symptoms f is t  appear.two to five 
days of exposure to a person infekted with diphtheria and include sore throat, m y  nose 
fatigue, headache, fever and chills, nausea, hoarseness, difticulty breathing, cough and . 
difEculty swallowing. Today's treatment includes immunization via vaccinations and if 
already contacted, antibiotics of penicillin and erythromycin are effective: . . 

Dropsy: Edema (Swelling) Retention of body fluids in some tissue o r  cavity of the body, 
usually of the hands and feet, - although other parts of the .body may show visible signs. -' 

Water (fluid) retention of the body is caused by. kidney or heart disease. Today is more 
commonly called 'kidney failure' or 'congestive heart failure'. Today's treatment 
includes prescribing various drugs to relieve the fluid build-up; Lasix is one of the most 
popular prescription drugs, although there are others available. (See Dropsy of the heart) 

Dropsy of fhe heart: Fluid build up around the heart sac. Retention of body fluids in the 
chest cavity which, if left untreated will cause death to a patient because the body system 
shuts do-. An old name for 'congestive heart failure'. -(see Dropsy) 

Encephalitis (Viral): Among the most severe of insect borne infections. Illness caused 
by a virus spread by the bit of a mosquito which has bitten an animal that carries the virus 
then transfer it when biting a human. Most cases of encephalitis occurring during 
mosquito season, from late spring until early frost. Person may become confused, 
feverish, sleeping, develop a headache, vomit, staggered walk, difficulty in talking or 
seem to be in a perpetual state of nightmare. Some of the viruses that cause viral @ encepahgalitis can destroy parts of the brain. 

Erysipelas: This disease prevailed as an epidemic and many suffered terribly from this 
disease. When it attacked the face (its favorite site), the features were horribly swollen 
and distorted, the eyes closed, and when al1,was painted over with iodine (a frequent local 
remedy), the sufferer's countenance was as in-human like as can be imagined. 

Falling sickness: Epilepsy 

Gout: Still called this today. Inflanimation of an extremity - usually the foot, resulting 
fiom some fatty blood vessel/circulation problems. Not dissimilar to arthritis, but not 
involving the joint in the same way. It refers to an inflammation, not just iq a josh, or an 
extremity, caused by the formation of crystals of oxalic acid when it accumulates in the 
body. It most often occurs in joints where circulation is poor, but can even cause 
gallstones or kidney stones. Extremely painful, may cause the infected area to become 
hot, redden, and vary in sensitivity. Often called the 'rich man's disease ', probably 
comes from the fact that an-g which aggravates the acid level in the blood may bring 
on an attack, including lots of red meat (since that was expensive until modern times, 
only the well-to-do might be exposed to that 'trigger' of gout). Today's remedy includes' 
increasing the intake of water. An attack can be calmed within 12 hours or so to the point 
where it's possible to walk again. Without treatment, attacks diminish over a week to ten 

0 day period. Most common gout manifests itself as a swelling in the big toe joint (either 



foot). The most common description is: high uric acid levels in the blood cause uric acid . 

crystals to form in the joint linings. .As the joint moves, then it's equivalent to having 
sandpaper rubbing against the joint linings and bone - result: incredible pain. Attacks 
come on very suddenly without warnings. Neither heat nor cold packs seem to make 
much difference. I 

I 

Heatstroke: A grave emergency that is often fatal; caused by body fluids and salts they 
contain have been passed off from the body; person suffering from heatstroke has gotten 
overheated and suffers fiom dehydration. Act quickly to cool the victim. ~ ~ r n ~ t o & s  

I include very hot, absolutely dry skin and no sweating. Body temperature is very high, 
fiom 104 degrees to an inctedible 1 10 degrees. The victim may exhibit weakness, 
dizziness, rapid breathing, nausea, unconsciousness and mental confusion. Onset is 

' dramatically sudden. Apply ice cold cloths to the head, drench clothes with warm water 
or pour water on them, even spray with a hose. Preferably strip the victim's clothing, 

- wrap in_ a sheet then keep the sheet wet with cold water; keep victim in prone position; 
rub their anns and legs toward the heart. 

Hydrophobia: See Rabies 

La Grippe: Commonly known as Flu. 'La Grippe' is French for the English word 
'grippe'. In modem days we know this as either 'influenza' or simply 'the flu'. The flu 
used to be a deadly disease and still can be fore people with immune systems weakened 

I 
I by other diseases, age or general bad health. One of the greatest dangers from LaGrippe 

is it resulting in pneumonia and other complications that lead to death of the patient. 
Modem treatment is antibiotics and bed rest; preventative measures are annual flu 
injections. 

Lockjaw: Also commonly known as Tetanus. Tetanus (lockjaw) is a serious, disease that 
is caused by an organism that produces spores that act as tiny seeds, can be found in the 
soil and the intestinal tracts of man and animals. The spores commonly enter our bodies 
through cuts, burns, scratches and other wounds. Only where there is dead tissue or the 
tissue has closed over a wound and excludes oxygen can the micro-organisms develop. 
They then produce tetanus toxin, a powerful nerve poison that travels along the nerves 
and produces damage to the central nervous system. The interval between the time of a 
wound and the appearance of symptoms ranges from a few days to months. Severe cases 
appear quickly. The onset of tetanus causes restlessness, irritability, stiffness of muscle 
groups and difficulty swallowing. Muscle spasms in a limb or jaws is sometimes the first 
evidence of the disease, hence 'lockjaw'. Tetanus is very severe and often leads to death. 
Today's treatment consists of giving oxygen to assist in breathing. Antibiotics kill the 
bacteria, but they do not neutralize the toxin that has already been released. It is still very 
serious today and preventative measures are taken by periodic tetanus injections, 
followed by booster shots. 

Lung fever: See Pneumonia 

0 Lung Sickness: See Tuberculosis 



Malarialfever: An infection with the parasite of malaria carried by mosquitoes. The 
parasite must find the liver within one hour after introduction into the blood stream or . 
they die. If they do find the liver, they grow there and reproduce. The parasites leave the . 
liver as 'merozoites' which pass into the blood and invade the red blood corpuscles where 
they start their life cycle. Four main sorts of malaria; all have the same symptoms of 
headache, shivering, sweating and pains in the limbs. Symptoms may appear as  shoe as 
6 days after infection. Clumps of the malaria may block capillaries in the vital organs- 
brain and spinal nervous systems, lungs and suprarenaleat any time during the course 
of the disease, which may prove to be quickly fatal. Prevention includes removal of 
breeding places for the mosquito; keeping houses free of mosquitoes and today, use of 
insect repellent. Treatment of malaria since the seventeenth century was 'quinine' which 
acts against the parasites while they are inside the red blood cells. It is not often used 
now besause quinine can affect the ears and may cause Blackwater fever. In acute 
emergencies, intravenous treatment with drugs is effective. Relapses may occur with the 
same force as the initial onset of malaria. 

Milk Leg: In the 1800's, milk leg was common following childbirth. It was a painful 
swelling of the leg soon after childbirth due to thrombosis of the large veins. Today it 
would commonly be called 'phlebitis ' or an infection or irritation of the veins of the leg, 
caused by inflammation and clotting in the femoral veins, usually as a result of infection 
during childbirth. The more formal name is 'Phlegmasia Alba Dolens'. Today's 
treatment includes bed rest, elastic support and aspirin. 

Nephritis: Refers to any condition that produces inflammation and damage to the kidney 
tubes and spaces between them. A synonym for nephritis is Bright's disease named for 
Richard Bright (1789-1 858) who described examples of many different diseases which 

'can be included under the term 'nephritis'. A convenient classification used to divide 
medical diseases of the kidney into acute nephritis, chronic nephritis and nephrotic 
syndromes. In the 1800's and earlier, kidney inflammation/failure led to death of the 
patient. Chronic nephritis was the state into which patients passed who did not make a 
complete recovery fi-om acute nephritis. Treatment includes complete bed rest, salt-free 
diets, fluid restriction (until the patient shows improvement) and decrease of protein. 
(Also see Bright 's disease) 

Peritonitis: Inflammation of the peritoneum. Caused by perforation of an internal organ, 
the spread of a bacterial infection, or interference with the blood supply to an internal 
organ. May be acute. Symptoms include severe pain spreading all over the abdomen. 
Patient lies still, is pale and has a quick thready pulse, bad breath, dry, clammy skin, 
breathing is shallow and constipation absolute. Muscles of the abdominal wall are rigid. 
Treatment consists of antibotics followed by fluids. 

Pneumonia:. Inflammation of the lungs. There are two types, lobar- and broncho- I 

pneumonia, but they run into each other and are treated the same way. Caused from 
I infection with bacteria, viruses and similar organisms. Symptoms include high fever, 

0 shivers, dry cough, over a few hours the cough may worsen, pleurisy may develop, 



causing extreme pain on breathing. Treatment includes an antibiotic such as penicillin, 
bed rest and increased fluids. Oxygen may be required by the very ill or elderly patients. 
Bacterial pneumonia is still a severe and dangerous disease; the majority of patients. 
respond quickly to today's treatment, however, many deaths were attributed to 
pneumonia before penicillin and today's antibiotics. . . 

Rabies (l3ydrophobia): This is an extremely painrl, fatal disease resulting from an 
infection of the nervous system by the rabies virus, transmitted by an infected &al 
through a bite or through licking the damaged human skin. The offending animal was 
usually a wild species, such as  a skunk, fox, raccoon, or bat, but may be carried by a A 

domestic animal (cat or dog) that has come into contact with the wild animal. The 
individual loses control of their nervous system, goes into convulsions, delirium, loses 
control of saliva (foaming of the mouth) and runs an extremely high fever. Death comes 
as a blessed relief. Today's treatment involves use of a vaccine that is very painful and 
must be given frequently into the stomach cavity. Capture of the offending animal, 
observation and examination of the animal can possibly avoid an individual taking the 
painfill shots if it is found the animal clear of rabies. 

Scarlet Fever: One of the childhood diseases that have been tamed by antibiotics. It is a - - 

highly contagious infection that is caused b i  streptococcal bacteria with a very strong 
endotoxin (bacterial poison). A common cause of death in children before the 20" 
century; sGead by coming into contact with an infected person or inhalation of the 
bacteria. Once a common and very dangerous illness to young children, usually between 
the ages of 2 and 10 years. Incubation period of two to five days after exposure, starts 
with a very high fever of up to 104 degrees, sore throat, followed by nausea vomiting, 
headache and abdominal pain. Anywhere from 12 to 48 hours later a distinctive scarlet 
rash appears, first on the neck and chest and.then all over the body. The rash feels like 
sandpaper. In areas of skinfolds, such as armpits, elbow creases, the rash may have a 
characteristic appearance. Bright red or scarlet rash may appear, usually on the neck or 
chest. Glands in the neck may be come swollen. The tongue becomes swollen and turn 
bright red. After 3 daysthe rash and fever usually disappear but the tongue may remain 
swollen for several more days. Collapse and death may come in as short a time as 48 
hours. Like all infectious diseases, it appeared in 'bursts' or epidemics. Unlike certain 
other childhood diseases, scarlet fever CANNOT be left to run its course. It must be 
treated or it can lead to arthritis, jaundice, kidney problems and rheumatic fever. Like so 
many of the diseases common to our ancestors, this disease is no longer so violent and 
children are not as high a risk for these complications today. Today's treatment includes 
penicillin and other antibiotics. 

Tetanus - See Lockjaw 

Typhoid fever: A common cause of typhoid fever is impure drinking water. Several 
types - malignant type was in epidemic proportions in Eastern Illinois in 1896. Typhoid I 
fever's danger doesn't end when symptoms disappear. Even if the symptoms seem to go 
away, the patient may be a carrier. If so, the illness could return, or you could pass the 
disease to other people. Care should be taken to wash hands after using the bathroom. 



Typhus: Caused by a bacteria; you can get typhus if you come in contact wiih insects 0 such as lice or fleas infected with the bacteria. More common in areas where people live 
in overcrowded, dirty conditions with few opportunities to wash themselves, or cananbe 
carried by fleas that live on rats and other rodents. Flu-like symptoms and a pink or red .' 
rash characterize all forms of typhus. Typhus can cause serious complications d c h  as 
pneumonia, swelling of the heart muscle, or liver and spleen. If untreated, can be f a d  in 
elderly persons or persons with impaired immune systems, and the very young. 
Symptoms include fever, chills, headache, weakness, muscle aches and pains, slightly 
raised pink or red rash, usually a p p e e g  four to eight days after the illness begins, and - 
extreme fatigue. All forms of typhus are treated with antibiotics and respond to this. 

' 

Improvement usually occurs one to two days after beginning medication. 

Whooping Cough: A highly contagious respiratory infection, considered to be one of the 
most setious traditional childhood diseases. If untreated, it can cause lung damage and 
recurrent bronchial infections. In infants, it can lead to brain damage and-even death. It 
is most associated with very young children. First symptoms - usually a runny nose, dry 
cough and mild fever - begin about 7 to 10 days after exposure. After another week, the 
characteristic cough may develop; violent spasms of coughing followed by a high pitched 
whooping sound, (caused as the person forces air over a swollen larynx (voice box)), 
though in babies, this sound is often muted. The person may cough up huge amounts of 
thick saliva and vomiting is common. Coughing phase usually lasts up to six weeks; 
patients are highly susceptible to secondary infections that can be quite serious. Other 
complications resulting fiom the onset of Whooping Cough, along with the weakened 

@ condition of the patient and dehydration as a result of the infection can cause death. , 

Today's treatment is reducing the length and severity of the infection by use of an 
antibiotic such as erythromycin. Prevention is the DPT (diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus) 
vaccine given in five doses between the ages of two months and 6 years. The vaccine 
shows a 90% effective rate. 
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a * * NEWSPAPERS 1 



Newspapers 
Mentioned in the Moweaqua Call-Mail 

The Cowden Herald - Shelby County, Cowden, Illinois. In 1889, E W Anderson 
established the Cowden Herald. Mr W H Taylor took charge of the Herald in 1891 and 
carried forward the business for about two years. These newspaper enterprises in 
Cowden were attended with more or less success, the village having a paper most of the 
time till 18 March 1892, when the present office of The Reflector was established by 0 . 
A Jewett and it has since been doing a good business. It was independent in politics till a 
few years ago, when it became a republican paper. Mr Jewett has a popular personality 
and is making a good paper. 

The Daily Union - Shelby County, Shelbyville, Illinois. In 1874, H L Martin became 
the sole owner when his brother, P T Martin went out of the business in December. H L 
Martin has managed ably and has made The Union a paying plant since. He began 
issuing the Daily Union in January 1887, and his brother Harry Martin (now 
Shelbyville's postmaster) as editor-and he filled the post with marked sprightliness. 
The Martins are all clear and forcible writers with a flowing, easy style. James L Darby 
succeeded H M Martin as editor and manager, and The Daily has continued, under his 
pen and managerial methods to be bright, breezy, prosperous and popular. 

The Findlay Enterprke - Shelby County, Findlay, Illinois. In Findlay, on 3 December 
1892, J G Cutler brought forth the first issue of the Findlay Enterprise. In May 1893, 
Hubert Wright bought the paper who conducted it with honor and credit till May 1896, . 

when he sold it to John W Moore, who bravely bore aloft its banner till the sheriff sold it 
in August 1897. It was resurrected in a short time by its founder, J G ~utler,.who had 
been a Chicago printer after he sold out, and he has since been carrying forward the 
Enterprise. He bought both outfits new from Chicago to conform to what he thought a 
village newspaper plant should be and now has a paying business. Mr Cutler has a good 
business method and enjoys the respect of a good constituency. The Enterprise was 
independent in politics till September 1900 when it announced it would, from then on, be 
a Republican paper. 

The Herald - Shelby County, Strasburg, Illinois. In November 1895, W H Fagen started 
a little newspaper in Strasburg with Harry Cartlidge as editor. In May 1896, he-sold the 
paper to Thomas Inman, who conducted it till the following December when it 
suspended. Cartlidge and inrnan made neat and reliable papers and helped their town by 
advertising it through their editorials and their ads-but the filed was too small and could 
not support it. Mr J H Quickset started The Herald which he is now managing with a 
degree of success. 

The Moweaqua Register - Shelby County, Moweaqua, Illinois. It was in June 1872 that 
A M Anderson, editor, and John P Marnel, as publisher, issued the first newspaper ever 
in Moweaqua and it was called The ~ o w e a q &  Register. Anderson's incisive editorial 

a style was enjoyed by the Moweaquans till December 1875, when it was sold to Arnold 



Hughes, the payment being guaranteed by ten leading citizens of the village who knew 
the worth to a town of a newspaper. For about two years, Hughes ran it alone - when the 
enterprise was no more - the material passing to the citizens who stood surety for him. 
After about a year, the 7' of March 1878, F M Hughes bought the plant and started the . 
Register again, and fought adverse conditions for another two years, when it ceased, the 
plant being taken away. On 12 January 1882, 07Banion and Co of Maroa started - The 
Mail in Moweaqua with W A Steidley (now a successful newspaper man in Louisiana) as 
editor. It was printed in Maroa and distributed in Moweaqua until March 1882, when 
Steidley bought it and opened up a home in Moweaqua. In the following September, C 
M Hiter and A Gilliland bought it and within the year, sold it to J W Crane. In August 
1886, C M Hiter issued The Call, which later came into the hands of Pease Brothers, and 
then Fred & Burres, and finally to Winter and Neblock. In May 1889, W A Steidley took 
it and combined it with The Mail, which had been moving along through the efforts of 
Crane; then Johnson and Elsum, and then Pease Brothers, till sold to W A Steidley on 
26 July f 889, at which time he gave his paper the name of both, The Call-Mail. On 
1 April 1893, the present proprietor and editor, Bryce P Smith, bought and has since been 
making a pronounced success of the paper as a money-maker, and an influence-maker. It 
is today published in its own building, has a modem plant and enjoys prosperity. 

Tlte Moweaqua Republican - Shelby County, Moweaqua, Illinois. C W Crane took 
material from the Shelby County Citizen and produced The fifoweaqua Republican. 
History repeated itself again and the plant sank out of sight. On 1 1 October 1894, Mrs 
Wm Whi&orth got pos~ession of the office, added material, and has since carried 
forward the enterprise with patience, energy and ability, and the paper has influence and 
standing as a consistent Republican organ and a reliable business concerns. 

Our B a t  Words - Shelby County, Shelbyville, Illinois. Started about April 1880 by J L 
Douthit on a monthly basis. He ran a prohibition weekly during the campaign of 1886 
and soon after he issued two publications, the monthly religious edition and the weekly 
prohibition edition. The monthly was discontinued in 1890 and he sold to J S Barnum in 
1892. Mr Barnurn changed the paper to a populist paper, as well as changing the name, 
and he called it The People's Paper. 

The Shelbyville Democrat - Shelby County, Shelbyville, Illinois. h4.r Lloyd withdrew in 
July 1875 and Dr Waggoner took sole ownership. In October 1876, he said: 'Believing 
that at least one of thi&ree or four democratic newspapers published in the county ought 
to bear the family name, we this week send this paper out to its many readers and friends 
as The Shelbyville Democrat. Dr Waggoner was a ready, lucid and forcefid writer and 
regarded as one of the best political editors in the state. In August 1885 he sold to T J 
and George R Graybill. On 1 February 1887, the firm became Graybill Bros. and Co 
with G W Cook as the CO. George R Graybill was editor and manager till Cook became 
a partner, when the latter took charge of the management. The Democrat has a large 
circulation and is a prosperous and influential journal, because energy and honesty will 8 

have their reward. 



The Sigel Advocate - Shelby County, Sigel, Illinois. In June 1 893, W S Baichley began 
publishing the Sigel Advocate and continued with profit to Sigel and more or less benefit 
to himself till he sold to W A Smith in October 1896, when the present proprietor, P C 
Trager, took ownership and has since been making it a good local paper that is doing 
Sigel and Mr Trager profit. 

The Stewardson Enterprise. Shelby County, Stewardson, Illinois.' Began on 7 June 
1878, A M Anderson and H Martin got control of the paper in a few months. Not long 
after, C D Shumard bought Anderson's interest. In JU& 1879, W B ~oivnsend took 
Shumard's interest and the business was continued as Harry Martin & Co, and in the - 

December following, A M Anderson got possession and for a time made a good paper. 
He was an editor of force and dash. On 16 September 1887, W H Fagen and Zip Wilson 
started the Stewardson Clipper. Mr Wilson stepped out in a few months and Fagen has 
since developed the Clipper to its present force as a good local paper, a paying business. 

- He has a good office, a good circulation. Fagen is genial and capable and has a popular 
paper. 

The Tower Hill Breeze - Shelby County, Tower Hill, Illinois. In November 1880, Jacob 
Swallow of the Pana  Palladium bought the True Democrat, Tower Hill's first own paper 
which began operation on 20 August 1880. Mr Swallow made an independent paper of 
the True Democrat and after it had been run awhile by Nin Alexander, it was gathered to 
its fathers, T G Holt and I K Story. They next essayed the rugged seas of newspaperdom 
in Tower Hill with the Tower Hill Breeze, about 1892. In about a year, Mr Holt took full 
control, however it was not long till Mr Holt died, when U G Huntoon bought the plant 
and ran the paper awhile. Thos P Smith took it Born him about 1896 and held it about six 
months when he sold it to W E McCormick, who, for about a year, held it when he sold 
to H J Hamlin and C W Steward. They, feeling unable to undertake continuance of the 
enterprise, sold to U G Huntoon (again) who has since managed the Breeze with ability, it 
being popular, breezy, and a paying business of great value to the town as well as to Mr. 
Huntoon. 

The Windsor Advocate - Shelby County, Windsor, Illinois. This was a thriving local 
paper published in Windsor for a time, abut 1885, by I H and Chas Gilpin, and it was one 
of the newsiest and best. Charley Gilpin was a ready writer and a good localizer. 

The Windsor Gazette - Shelby County, Widsor, Illinois. J L Warden soon became the 
sole proprietor and made a good local newspaper of it. It next came into the hands o f '  
Charles and Thomas Miner (our present Sheriff), about 1889, and was conducted with 
energy and ability by them till a year or so, they sold to Wm E McCormick (our present 
Circuit Clerk) who managed it with good business method for about a year when he 
disposed of it to Bart Grider, who sold it after a short time to the present proprietors, Lilly 
and Dunscomb, who have an all home print paper on a paying basis. Mr Dunscomb is a 
fine printer and h4r Lilly is a good editor and manager, and the Gazette is neat and 

I ,  

prosperous. 



The Windsor Sentinel - Shelby County, Windsor, Illinois. A M Anderson bought a 
small newspaper plant fiom Joseph Prior to Clinton, Illinois, and took it to Windsor and 
began the publication of The Windsor Sentinel on 25 May 1876. On 7 January 1877, the 
plant was taken to Patis. It was but a short t&e, however, till the wisdom of the Windsor 
citizens, who knew that a local paper was a good enterprise for the delight and 
convenience of the people of the village, as well as a great force towird the*proper 
growth and progress of the community, induced Anderson to get another plant and 
continue The Sentinel. He opened it up again in March, soon changed the name to - 
Dollar Sentinel, and it flourished and struggled fitfully till August 1879 when it ceased, 
the plant being removed to Shelbyville. Windsor knew another newspaper enterprise on . - - 
28 May 1878 khen Warden ~ r o s .  began The Windsor Gazette. 

- 

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS NEWSPAPERS 

Blue Mound Leader - Macon County, Blue Mound, Illinois. Began publication in early 
1890s. Other publications in Blue Mound: Independent, Leader and Cyclone. 

Decatur Herald - Macon County, Decatur, Illinois. Copies of this paper is on file in 
microfilm form as early as May 188 1, Springfield, Illinois. 

Decatur Republican - Macon County, Decatur, Illinois. Copies of this paper is on file in 
microfilm form as early as August 1876, Springfield, Illinois. Numerous other papers 
listed and available on microfilm for Decatur, Illinois. See Reference #2. 

Edinburg Herald - Christian County, Edinburg, Illinois. 1888 . . 

Herrick, Illinois - There have been several newspapers started in Herrick, but they did 
not last long. The last one there was by J A Quicksall, who moved his plant to Strasburg 
in 1899. 

Pana Palladium - Christian County, Pana, Illinois. In publication as early as 1875. 
Jacob Swallow, owner of the Pana Palladium bought the Tower Hill True Democrat in 
November 1 880. 

Oconee, Illinois - Oconee had several newspapers started, but they all soon fell by the 
wayside and in 1896 had none. 

The Stewardson Clipper - Shelby County, Stewardson, Illinois. Short lived newspaper 
in Stewardson. 

Taylorville Breeze - Christian County, Taylorville, Illinois. Publication began in early, 
1890s; later changed name to Taylorville Breeze-Courier. 



References for Newspapers 
Mentioned in the Maweaqua CaZZiUaii 

1. Historic Sketches and Biographical Album of Shelbv County. Illinois, The Wilder 
Publishing Company, 1900, Shelbyville Leader Print, Shelbyville, Illinois, pp 140- 
149 

2. Illinois Libraries. Lists of Illinois Papers - On microfilm file by County. Illinois State 
Library, Springfield, 627%. Issued Monthly (except July and August). 

3. compiled by James N. Adarns, Illinois State Historical Society, 
Springfield, Illinois - 1989 Edition (Lowell M Vokel Senior Archivist). 



* PLACES * 



Names and Places 
Mentioned in the Moweaqua News 

The reference for the locations of the names and places for towns and villages in the Moweaqua 
area was taken from the following research documents: 

1. Illinois Plnce Names, compiled by James N. Adams, Illinois State.Historical Society, 
Springfield, Illinois - 1989 Edition (Lowell M Vokel, Senior archivist). (Note: Mr James 
N Adarns was employed by the Illinois State Historical Library from December 1943 
until his death in July 1965. During that time an interest in Illinois postal history and 
requests from the public for place name and information led him to begin a study which 
resulted in the compiled list of Illinois Place Names). 

2. ~ o h a i t  and Bioma~hical  Records. Shelby and Moultrie Counties, 1 89 1, Chicago, 
Biographical Publishing Company. 



Names and Places 
Mentioned in the Mowea4ua News * 

@ Note I :  Listing in order - town/~illage/place name, County located in, Post Ofice 
establish date or date discontinued, name of railroad serving the community, names 
previously calledused; population (if given). AN the population figures given are fiom 
the 1960 Census recordr. 
.'Vote 2: Locationsfiom the list below that I was able to identzjj on the included county 
maps dated 1876 are listed as '#I on the 1876 county map ', etc. On the map, the number . 
is given with a circle around it. For easy reference, train routes are also shown on the 
enclosed maps. 

Allenboro - Macon County. Post Office was established 1892, discontinued 3 1 January 
1903. Not shown on Illinois State Map, 1998. Not found on 1876 Macon County Map. 

Aniioch - Shelby County. (See 188 1 History of Shelby County, pg 270). The Shelby 
County 'Antioch' is not shown on Illinois State Map, 1998 - See Reference #5. . 

Argenta - Macon County, Friends Creek Township, #1 on Macon County Map of 1876. 
Reference #5 shows Argenta located northeast of Decatur on State Route 48 and close to 
Interstate 72; southeast of Maroa. Population 1998 - 940. 

Ash Grove - A Township in Shelby County, Illinois. First to settle in this area: Samuel 
Little, 1825. Located east if Richland Township and north of Big Spring Township. 

@ Assumption - Christian County, Assumption Township; #1 on Christian County Map of 
1876. Post OEce established (changed from Tascusah) on 10 March 1858; active. Rural 
Free Delivery (RFD) route serves 0bed. Named for the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Incorporated as a village, 7 March 1902. Population h the 1960 - 
1,439 residents; 1998 residents per Reference #5 - 1,288 

Atlanta - Logan County; no individual 1876 county map is included in this book. Atlanta . 

is located northeast of Lincoln on the current Amtrak line (2000). Post Office established 
(Changed from New Castle) 20 October 1853; changed to Atlanta about 
4 March 1861. See Reference #5; located on 1-55 about 10 miles northeast of Lincoln 
between Lincoln and Bloomington. Population 1998 - 1,6 16. 

Beck's Creek - Shelby County. Post Office established 5 September 1848, discontinued 
27 April 1850, reestablished 20 June 1852; changed to London 29 March 1882; now 
known as 'Herrick'. For 1998 information, see Herrick. 'Beck's Creek' (the actual 
creek) is still shown on 1998 Illinois State Map, running just west of Henick fiom Lake 
Pana into the Kaskaskia River. See Reference #5. 

Bethany - Christian County, Taylorville Township; Located in Section 23 of Christian, 
County Map of 1 876. (Bethany is not shown on County Map included in this book). 
Post Office 2 September 1835, changed to Edinburg on 22 April 1837 (then in Sangamon 



County). Not the present Edinburg, but located about 1 ?4 miles Northeast of the present 
Taylowille, Illinois. Also see Robinson's Point. (Reference #5 shows a 'Bethany' 
located in Modtrie County at the north end of Shelbyville Lake, along Illinois Highway 
12 1, but this location is not the Bethany identified here.) 

Big Springs - Shelby County, Big Springs Township. Post Office established (Changed . 
from Drake's Creek) 28 August 1850, discontinued 28 July 1885. See Site #3 on 1876 
Shelby County Map. 

Big Springs Township - Shelby County. Named for the Settlement of Big Springs 
(changed from Drake's Creek). Located between Ash Grove Township and Sigel 
Township, Shelby County. 

Blue Mound - Macon County, Blue Mound township, #2 on Macon County Map o f .  . 

1 876. Post Office established 26 June 186 1, discontinued 1 April 1864, reestablished 
15 September 1870, active. R I D  serves Blackland and Osbemville (changed fiom 
Morgansville). Incorporated as  a village, 17 February 1876. Sewed by the Wabash 
Railway. Population in the 1960 Census - 1,038. Reference #5 shows Blue Mound 
located along Illinois Highway 48 between Taylorville and Decatur, population in 1998 is 
given as 1,161. 

Blue ~ o u n d  Township - Macon County. Named for the mound fiom which the village 
also takes its name, but the village is not actually in the Blue Mound township. 

BluevilIe - Christian County, Buckhart Township, #2 on County Map, located near . 
'Edinburgh' Northwest of Taylorville. Post Office established 19 April 1855; changed to 
Sangarnon County ca 1 1 November 1863; changed back to Christian County ca 
14 December 1864; changed to Edinburg 18 July 1870; not part of Edinburg. (See 
Edinburg, Bethany, Robinson's Point). Not shown on Illinois State Map, 1998 - See 
Reference #5 - Edinburg #l. 

Boody - Macon County, Blue Mound Township, #3 on Macon County Map of 1876. 
Post Office established 18 November 1870; active. Sewed by the Wabash Railroad. 
Population according to Rand McNally Atlas, 1958 - 250 residents. Reference #5, 
located about 5 miles southwest of Decatur on State Route 48, northeast of Blue Mound. 

Brunswick - Shelby County. Post Office established (changed from Propeck), 
17 December 1885, discontinued 3 1 October 1903. Now RFD, Shelbyville. Not shown 
on Illinois State Map, 1998 - See Reference #5. See Site #8 on Shelby County Map 'B', 
located in Okaw township. 

Buffalo Hart - Sangarnon County. Reference #5, located on State Route 
approximately 8 miles northeast of Springfield near Logan County Line. 

b 
Canton - Fulton County; no individual 1876 county map is included in this book. Post ' 
Office established 3 August 1826. Formerly known as Barnes' Prairie, Swan's Catch-all. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































