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Q) THE READER:

It is with great pleasure that I submit this work entitled ‘Memories from Moweaqua. Vol I’
which consists of excerpts from the Moweagua Call, August 1886-1887, and Moweagua Call-
Mail, 1889 through March 1891. All extracts were taken from microfilm roll # 1-852, owned by

the Shelby County Historical Society, Shelbyville, Illinois. There were some weeks’ issues
missing from the microfilm and this is noted throughout this publication.

This book has taken me months and countless hours to extract information, compile, edit,
type, index and proofread all the extracts. It is a labor of love for this type of research that has
resulted in its completion. It is my sincere hope that it will be helpful to anyone doing research
in the Moweaqua, Shelby County area. I have tried to extract as muchr useful information as
possible and make this book easy to use. While I am researching several families in Shelby
County, I am not familiar with many of the spellings of family names in this area. Sometimes I
would find the name spelled differently in the same article! It is quite possible, that, even with
all the care I have taken, there are still misspelled names.

If I was unsure of any information or did not copy an article in its entirety, I have included a
‘Note’ at the end of the information given. For your convenience, I have included a map of the
local area. To add interest to this book, I have included extracts of some of the local ads found in
the various years. These ads, along with the year’s calendar, are found at the beginning of the
specific year.

.Q, There are over 8,000 individual entries indexed. For ease, I have cross-referenced any
usual spellings of names and highlighted the names in the text. I have tried to be as accurate
as possible, however, copy quality was not always easy to read. There is some duplication of the
extracts, but I chose to leave them in ‘as found’. Many of the articles have been copied verbatim.

As with all works“of this type, some information is ‘sensational’, some very sad, some happy
and joyous, other articles clearly reflect the humor of the editor of the Moweagug Calland |
Moweaqua Call-Mail. When I found a letter written to the editor of the newspaper that I felt had
‘historical’ value, I copied it verbatim. In any event, I have extracted the information to the
greatest extent possible, and while I did not copy all items, I have tried to copy those havmg both
genealogical and historical value.

[ am very proud to offer this work to the citizens of Moweaqua for these articles reflect the
determination and fortitude of the Moweaqua pioneers. These were hard working, dedicated
people, and they have given Moweaqua a fine legacy--a legacy all of Moweaqua can be proud to
share.

A very special thanks to the Shelbyville Historical Society and June McCain for their belief in
me and the lending of the microfilm, and to my three children for their patience, understanding
and assistance in compiling this document. I couldn’t have done it without you!

If you would like to contact me or have questions, my address is given below. Enjoy!

. _ MaeL J. acob(:t{&

Pocahontas, Illinois
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Memories from Moweaqua
Volume 1
Newspaper Excerpts from the

Moweaqua Call and Moweaqua Call Mail
(Compiled by Mae L. Jacober)

* 1886 *

Note: The name of the city was found to be spelled “Moawequa’ between 1886 and 1891 in the newspapers I researched. In
1891, the Moweaqua Call began spelling the town, ‘Moweaqua’. For uniformity and because it is currently spelled
‘Moweaqua’, T have spelled it “Moweaqua’ throughout this publication.

12 Aug 1886 issue, Moweaqua Call

Son born to W W Snell and wife of Flat Branch Township last Wednesday.

Mrs Richard O’Brien returned Monday from an extended visit with her son, Dan in Springfield.
V Snyder, Jr. will leave next Tuesday for Kansas where he will look after landed interests and
visit his relatives. ‘Volley’ will go out via the Palace Vandalia and Chicago and Alton lines.
Shields Sanner, a prominent farmer residing 9 miles northeast is building a handsome residence to
replace one destroyed by fire some time ago.

Willis Parker, a farmer 2 miles southeast, is remodeling his home.

H A Pratt, living just south of town, is building a fine new residence.

John W Whitmore and family, formerly of Nokomis but late of Nebraska, has leased William
Adams’ farm three and 1/2 miles west of town and is now living there.

Sam Coulter, well known here and at Prairie Home, left Tuesday for his home in Pennsylvania.
Officer Frank Armstrong visited family and friends in Taylorville last week.

Edward V. Ney, son of Fred Ney, left Tuesday for Fairmount, Kansas, where he will teach school
this winter.

A T Tolson of Farber, Missouri, is visiting his brother, Ned Tolson here this week.

William Adams and wife left Tuesday for Nebraska where they will spend a month visiting friends
and family.

John Adams and family will leave here to permanently reside in San Louis Obispo, California.
Mrs Adams has been in ill health, and it is hoped the change will be beneficial to her.

Born to Ed Steidley and wife last week, a new little daughter.

Infant of Wm Dudley of Moweaqua died last Monday from cholera infantum. Services from the
Baptist Church the same day, Rev L R Banks officiating.

Mrs Mary J Greaves, age 79, died at the residence of her daughter, Mrs Mark Tolson, 3 miles
east on the 9th. She was born in Bolton, England, and came to America in 1854, first locating in
Manville, Rhode Island, thence to Shelby Co, where she remained. Five children were born to
her, 4 of whom survive. She was a Member of the Episcopal or Church of England. Services
from the ME Church in Moweaqua with Rev L T Janes officiating.

The infant child of Dr. W J Huff died last Sunday and was buried Monday at Prairie Home.

19 Aug 1886 issue, Moweaqua Call

W C Hammil, a railroad engineer of Lake Charles, Louisiana, is visiting his father, T J Hammil,
east of town. This is first visit to here in more than five years. W H Hammil, a brother who
went from here to Louisiana last winter, accompanied him home and both are now visiting with
the father.




George F Rice of here is visiting relatives in Exeter, Nebraska.

Wm Humphrey of Virden is visiting his brothers, Nathan and Walter Humphrey, east.

William Wyatt and Maria Goodwin, eldest daughter of Mrs Martha Goodwin, east of town,
were married in Shelbyville last Thursday.

Frank Schmuck and Miss Mary Lynch, who has been living at Isaac Osborne’s, were married
Saturday at Shelbyville.

Jeff Jarvis and J B Rile are prospecting about Lenora, Kansas; Eli Ruffner and wife are visiting
friends in Talmo, and John Reighley and Eph Travis are visiting Eph’s folks in Leavenworth,
Kansas.

Eli Nichols and wife of Princeton, Kentucky, are guests at their cousin’s home, John W Smith of
Moweaqua.

Lewis Scribner attended the reunion of the Mexican veterans at Shelbyville last week. He is 58
years old and was a member of Company B, 3rd Illinois. Twenty-five representatives from his
group were present.

Mrs John Garman, east, died last Thursday of consumption. She leaves a husband and infant
child, she herself barely 23 years old. Burial was in Prairie Home Cemetery on Friday.

Will Coultas family was summoned to Riggston, Scott Co, Illinois, to attend the funeral of Sallie
Ruthaford, a sister of Mrs Coultas who died last week of consumption.

Myrtie Workman, 3 year old son of Andrew Workman died and was buried Monday at Oak
Branch.

Uncle George Bilyeu of Moweaqua received a letter yesterday saying his son, J H Bilyeu of
Arkansas City, Kansas, was not expected to live.

Son born to John Brewer and wife, living 7 miles, northeast.

Esq J D Long purchased Samuel Worsham’s property east of Moweaqua for $350.00.

Wm Marshall, son of Stephen Marshall, living on J E Gregory farm east, died Monday of typo-
malarial fever. Funeral was held on Tuesday.

Eddie Shaddrick and Herman Lewald, two 13 year old Decatur boys went out hunting Sunday
and while the gun was in the hands of Lewald, the gun accidentally discharged and hit Shaddrick
in the breast, killing him instantly.

26 Aug 1886 issue, Moweaqua Call

Born on the 19th, a son to Mr and Mrs Wheeler Adams. On Friday, a daughter was born to Mr
and Mrs Ran Gerdon.

Uncle Billy Smith and wife of Taylorville are visiting with their daughter, Mrs Frank Armstrong
and family.

Announcements are out for the marriage of Joseph Beaumont and Miss Rosa, daughter of J W
Johnson of here.

Wm Armstrong’s wife, southeast, is in very critical condition. Little hope is given for her
recovery.

Michael Kern, well known farmer living 6 miles east of Moweaqua, was accidentally fatally
wounded by discharge of a gun while plowing. When quitting time came he unhitched his horses
and mounted one. asking his little boy to hand him the gun. The barrel became entangled in the
harness and discharged, striking the man. He died in great pain several hours later. He was born
in Germany about 35 years ago and came to America in 1868, married a Decatur lady named
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































